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Dear Reader, 
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e best grounding for education is the Latin grammar. I say this not because Latin is traditional and 
rudimentary knowledge of Latin cuts down the labor and pains of learning almost any other subject by at 
from the National Review. (http://puffin.creighton.edu/clc/Student_page/Careers.html) 
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IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM 
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 But as if you heard, 

ting your lips, and treading softly 
 As mouse or bird. 
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 I am thinking that stone has echoed 
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mall gaunt figure with wasted features, 
 Calling out loud 

rds that in all their intimate accents 
 Pattered upon 

t marble front, and were far reflected, 
 And then were gone. 

 Or nothing at all; 
n't help thinking that stone once echoed

 The voice of Paul.' 

 -- Thomas Hardy 
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APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTION ON PROMOTING THE STUDY OF 
LATIN 

Of His Holiness John XXIII Pope by Divine Providence 
ohn, Bishop Servant of the Servants of God For a Perpetual Remembrance 

 
WISDOM OF THE ANCIENT WORLD, enshrined in Greek and Roman

ture, and the truly memorable teaching of ancient peoples, served, surely, to
d the dawn of that gospel which God's Son, 'the judge and teacher of grace and
 the light and guide of the human race', 1 proclaimed on earth. Such, at any
was the view of the Church's Fathers and Doctors. In these outstanding literary
ments of antiquity they recognized man's spiritual preparation for the
natural riches which Jesus Christ communicated to mankind 'to give history its
lment'. 2 Thus the inauguration of Christianity did not mean the obliteration of
 past achievements. Nothing was lost that was in any way true, right, noble,
eautiful.  [Part I.1: THE VALUE AND IMPORTANCE OF LATIN] 
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Unseasonable help for Latin grammar ʹspecially from 
Kate Wyman: 

 
Sing the endings of the second declension to the Tune of    
 Jingle Bells, thus:  
 

u-s, i, o, u-m / o, long i, o-r-u-m, 
i-s, o-s, i-s too. 

2nd declension nouns. 
 

(Come by the Classics Department for a performance by 
Elizabeth Malone, during her tutoring hours of course!) 
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Gaul which is bounded by the 
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Rome, Vatican Museum.  
Credits: Barbara McManus, 1979  
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from Scott Laverick 

The Generic Article ¶¶ 1122, 1123 

e definite article can be used to denote an entire 
ss, as distinguished from other classes. Thus, ὁ 
θρωπος = man (i.e. as distinguished from ὁ θέος 
od), οἱ γέροντες = the aged.  In the singular the 

neric article makes a single object the 
resentative of the entire class.  In the plural, 

wever, it denotes all objects belonging to a class. 
he generic article in the plural is commonly used 
th adjectives used substantively: οἱ κάκουργοι 
ὶ αδίκοι = the malefactors and wrongdoers, that 
 all those who do wrong.)    
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 of some allied states which had rendered him good 
service, he reduced to the form of a province; and 
imposed upon it a yearly tribute of 40,000,000 
 sesterces.   He was the first Roman to build a bridge 
and attack the Germans beyond the Rhine; and he 
inflicted heavy losses upon them. He invaded the 
Britons too, a people unknown before, vanquished 
them, and exacted moneys and hostages. Amid all 
these successes he met with adverse fortune but three 
times in all: in Britain, where his fleet narrowly 
escaped destruction in a violent storm; in Gaul, when 
one of his legions was routed at Gergovia; and on the 
borders of Germany, when his lieutenants Titurius 
and Aurunculeius were ambushed and slain." 
 
 (N.B. The source of this quote will be given in the next issue.) 
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